
I am very pleased that the Ministère du Développement durable, de
l’Environnement et des Parcs is a partner in the colloquium on water
governance in the Americas. As we are all aware, water resource management
is one of the 21st century’s greatest challenges: water is a vulnerable
resource, one we have every interest in protecting since it is essential to
human life. 

The Government of Québec is vested with the concern and the duty to assure
its citizens water in quality and quantity sufficient for their needs. Integrated
water resource management, whether for the St. Lawrence River or its
upstream watersheds, remains the best way to adequately protect and
develop the resource. From this point of view, entire watersheds and not
simply a particular lake or river form the basis for the process of water
management.

Moving forward, Québec now possesses a modern legislative tool to act on water governance.
The Act to affirm the Collective Nature of Water Resources and Provide for Increased Water
Resource Protection, adopted unanimously by the National Assembly on June 11, 2009,
demonstrates how very important healthy water resource management is to us. Water resources
thus form part the common heritage of the Québec nation and the State is its custodian, for
the benefit of present and future generations. 

This law establishes that the Minister is required to satisfy the needs of the population on a
priority basis (health, hygiene, fire protection and a supply of safe drinking water) and reconcile
this with the protection of ecosystems and with the requirements of agricultural, energy and
industrial production as well as other human activities. Moreover, the Act created a water
knowledge office. 

The water act will also make possible the implementation of the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence River
Basin Sustainable Water Resources Agreement, signed by the premiers of Québec and Ontario
as well as the governors of eight U.S. states that border the Great Lakes. This historic agreement
targets sustainable management of water withdrawals and the prohibition of diversions. 

Let me then wish you a fruitful colloquium, one from which you will return home imbued with
new perspectives  on water resource governance in the Americas, for today and for the future.  
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